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Dedicated to
the unsung heroes of the older generation of the
Marwari Community whose adventurous spirit, courage,
patriotism, vision, enterprise and sense of social responsibility

was the lodestar that guided and nurtured hundreds
of others throughout India. Thelir traditions, legacy and

heritage have been carried forward successfully

py the younger generaticn of Marwaris
who have enriched both
Indian society and the world at large
for the betterment of mankind.
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FOREWORD

= he India subcontinent is known for ite diversity. Different cultures, religions and
Elanguages have cosxisted peacefully in this nation for millennia. Rajasthan —
home to the bulk of the Great Indian Desert —has its awn unigue blend of cuftures,
customs and festivals. And within Bajasthan, the Marwan community, the subject
of this extracrdinary bock, enjoys a unigue place. The trals and tribulations that
the Manwarns underwent before they became the captains of trade and industry in
India, while also making their mark in distant lands of Afnca and America, make for
inspiring tales of courage and adventure. Remarkably, while therr entrepreneunal
talents produced unprecedented wealth, ke the Duteh Burgers, they themselves
rarely indulged in it, using 1t for the good of the community iInstead.

Besides being a visual feast, The Marwan Hentage is a valuable contnbution
to the business and social history of India. Coffee table books are often rich in
pictures and colours but ight on content. But make no mistake: this volume s
as serious about bringing you the history of its subjects in depth as 1t is about
tracking rare photographs about them. Undoubtedly, Dr D.K. Taknet's thorough
research deserves congratulations as well as the gratitude of the reacer. The
rare images, both of the past and the present, offer visual pleasure while the
accompanying descriptions make for absorbing reading. This book is as much
about the transformation underway in India as itis about the innovative enterprises
being ploneered by Marnwan entrepreneurs.

25 May 2015 Anind FPanagarniya
Vice Chairman,

NITI Aayog

New Delhi



[INTRODUCTION

(_“%ajpmana, as it was known in earier daye in hictory, ie
ﬁ certainly an iconic representation of Indian culture and
hentage. Its transformation from RBajputana to Rajasthan was a
=T penod chronicled in tales of fierce batties against invading ammies,
legendary heroes and valiant women. Even while living life on the
edge of 'a sword, the valourous Rajputs in therr magnificent forts
exuded exuberance enriched by therr colourful tradiions and
customs. This bref but essential reference to Rajputana’s history
serves as an explanatory background to the saga of the Marwaris,
which is the subject of this book; for it provides a key to the moral
fibre engrained in the very being of their ancestors and passed

down over generations.

It would be no exaggeration to say that patnotism, sacrifice
for the motherland, and quest for excellence were virtues infused
into every Marwan infant —from the cradle risefl. Adverse climatic
conditons and conseguent reduced financial circumstances
forced themn to seek ther livelihood elsewhere, resulting in this
intrepid community spreading s presence across the entire
Indian subcontinent. With a mere 'lofa and a dor' (a pot and a
cord for drawing water) and ther determination to survive and
succeed, but above all, therr hardworking mentality and ethic, the
community started small, as petty shopkeepers and traders, only
to finally become great entrepreneaurs In their own right.

They achieved remarkable progress in the trading of

gems, jewellery, silver, gold, jute, hessian and grains, along with
delving In Insurance and impoert-export. Towards the end of the
pre-ndependence era and immedately after Independence,
the Marwans entered the international arena. Their exceptional
progress was recorded by Capt Brook Charles in his travelogue




in which he sad: ‘They are creating business history and
empires more magnificent than their German, French and Brtish

counterparts.’

After Independence, they took over many Eurapean firms,
adopted modern trade practices and established several trade
organisations, Their innovations In industry had a worldwide
Impact. Therr business acumen was acclaimed by Time
Magazine: ‘A Marwan is bom with his business acumen from
the womb." Starting out from small ‘gadals’, therr spectacular
journey in the private sector today spans both national and
international communities.

Of course, what lends a humanitanan dimension io
their business is ther yeaming for public service, be it through
generous donations or the establishment of chantable trusts.

| congratulate Dr DK, Taknet on his commendable work
that, withaut any academic obfuscation, offers a comprehensive
account of the Marwans' historic contnbutions,

11 May 2015 Nirmaia Sitharaman
Minister of State (IC), Commerce & Industry
India




PREFACE

=4y usiness communities in India have played a significant role in the socio-economic

development of the country. Iniially, however, scant attention was pad by scholars to
the historical contrbution of these communities. It was only later that, inspired by the West
which gave due importance to economic history, some scholars began to make an objective
assessrﬁent of the achievements of Indian business communities. The history of the Marwaris
who migrated from erstwhile Rajputana and its adjoining regions to other parts of India falls
within this purview.

Largely traders and businessmen, the Marwaris migrated to various parts of India from
the erstwhile states of Rajputana, Haryana, Mahwa and its adjoining regions. Essentially, Marwari
15 not a caste it is an indicater of a particular socie-cultural, micro unit of the deeply layered
and interestingly textured Indian society: Perhaps the harsh environment, scarcity of water and
deteriorating economic condtions were themselves responsible for the perseverance and
indefatigable spirt that went on to become the halmark of the Marwarns. This pictorial book
‘deals with the marathon struggle of the Marwans in the course of their migration to vanous parts
of India. Their integrity, foresight and business acurmen won them the confidence of rulers of the
princely states and the Britich, and soon, they assumed the administration of states in many
Instances, fought fierce battles and won wars as commanders of armies, Many rulers appointed
them as their ministers, advisors and diwangs, and gave themn due respect and recognition for
their exemplary services. Their multifarious skills saw them nise to towenng positions in trade and
industry and other spheres of social achvity in pre-Independence India.

Braving great odds, they started out as modest businessmen, nsing to become agents
of the British traders. Later, the tremendous wealth they sarmed enabled them to challenge the
frade monopoly of the Brilish and, eventually, they became the owners of British companies.
They set up the first jute mill in India, the first Indian bank, the first Indian insurance company, the
first yarn mill and the first power-operated iron factory. A major part of their hard-eamed wealth
was spent on public welfare and in furthering the cause of the freedom movement in India. ltisa
commeoen perception that Marwans confined themselves to business and indusiry. But the reality
15 that they actively participated in the wars fought by the Indians for their independence, be tt the:
rebellion of 1857 or the freedom struggle. In the past little attention has been paid to this aspect;
this study attempts to fil this lacuna. It is indeed Irenical that historians have falled fo give due
credt to the significant contribution of the Marwans to the freedom struggle.




After independence, the Marwans developed and flourished manifold, virtually becoming
masters of the private sector They consolidated therr place in industrial leadership by providing
the maximum number of presidents to prestigous organisations such as FICCI, Cll, ASSOCHAM
and other chambers of commerce in the country. Their rale in the economic reconstruction and
opening up of the economy in India in the 1980s cannot be underestimated. Entrepreneurship,
which is ingrained in every fibre of the Manwari being, as is the popular belief, has by now
become a saga of unprecedented success. So much so, that with the passage of time, their
skills in industry and business have crossed the boundaries of India and spread worldwide.

IME's comprehensive and carefully researched study attempts to bridge the wide
chasm that exists in research on this subject and incorporates detalls about the multifaceted
personaliies and trailblazers of the community who left their imprint at national and intemational
levels. Besides educational, cultural and literary development, this community has shown
tremendous zeal for active participation In scientific research, constructive poliics and various
other creative professions. Above al, its wilingness to contribute towards the well-being of the
public at large has given it a distinctive and unigue identity. National leaders ike Mahatma Gandhi,
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and others extolled this charactenistic of the Marwaris.

Thie bock is based on studies from primary as well as secondary sources. Primary
information has been gathered from personal interviews with murums, gumastas and
entrepreneurs of the community. Our team fravelled over 3,50,000 kilometres and spent over
2,000 days researching and interviewing over 8,000 people dirsctly or indiractly associated with
this great community — ranging from a Chairmnan Ementus to ordinary, senvice-class Marwaris.
People from diverse backgrounds poured therr hearts out narrating fascinating stonies, replete
with previously untapped facts, inspirng anecdotes, opinions and vignettes, providing dramatic
insights into various facets of this entreprensurial community. The research team diigently pored
over approximately 2,75,000 pages of information, apart from other data including personal
records, memoirs, diaries and ledgers, Briish ‘gazetteers, census reports, biographies, daily
newspapers, journals and reports of conventions and conferences held periodically.

Much of the matenal in this book is based on my earlier studies. | offer my gratitude
to the entire Marwari community and to all those who have helped. The research associates
and Business History Museum (BHM)-IIME, which is a treasure trove of knowledge and lterary
resources, provided immense help in research. its outstanding collection of rare, old and new



bocks and joumnals on a vast spectrum of subjects ennched my research phenomenally. | must
‘acknowiedge the courteous and efficient assistance provided by various private and public
libranes, museums, art collectors and galleries in India and abroad: it is from them that most
of the paintings, prints, maps, ilustrations and early photographs have been reproduced.
It has been a truly enriching experience to gain such insight into the cultural hertage of the
Marwan community and, needless to say, a mammath task to condense its magnificent journey
into the pages of this book.

During the course of researching this book, | was confronted with many challenges.
Geographically, an extensive arsa had to be covered and huge resources and manpowsr were
required to collect pnmary and secondary data, along with visuals. | launched into the research
with the limted resources at my disposal, compensatng somehow with the enthusiasm,
indefatigable spint and conviction of my team. As the book goes into prnt, | feel a fremendous
sense of satisfaction as there 15 no doubt that the Manwan community has a great history that
needs to be narrated.

My immense grattude to Dr Anind Panagarya, a renowned economist and Vice
Chairman, NITI Aayog, Govt. of India, for his encouraging Foreword. Sincere thanks to Smt
Nirmala Sitharaman, Minister of State (IC), Commerce & Industry, Govt. of India, for her perceptive
Introduction. | am particularly grateful to the Marwan entreprensurs who enthusiastically shared
information about their families. | am most sincerely grateful for alf the valuable support, constant
and peerless guidance and help extended by Kamal Morarka, industnalist, former parliarmentarian
and philanthropist. A special thanks to Rahul Bajal, Head — Bajaj Group; Bhavartal Jain, Founder-
Chairman — Jain Imgation Systems Limited: Narendrakumar A. Baldota, CMD — MSPL Limited;
C K. Birla, Chaiman — CK Birla Group; Niraj Bajaj, CMD — Mukand Limited; Hemant Kanorna,
Chairman — Srei; Navrattan Kotharn, Charman — KGK Group; Ramdas Agarwal, Founder-President
— Interational Vaish Federation; B.P. Mody, Founder-Promoter of the Hindusthan Group; H.M.
Bangur, Managing Director — Shree Cement Limited, Dilipkumar V. Lakhi, Chairman — Lakhi Group,
Lalit Gandhi, former National President of the All India Marwar Yuva Manch; Rajkumar Kudilal
Seksana and Nandkumar Kudilal Seksaria, and Maneck Davar — Editor, Marwar India, for their
valuable support, suggestions and interaction, and frankly exchanging their views with me. There
are many others whose names do not appear here but who have given me encouragement and
their best wishes — | am desply grateful to all of you.

Sincers thanks and desep gratitude to Vieena Baswani, an accomplished editor, for her
meticulous editing of the book and constructive suggestons. My warm appreciation of the




efficient and ungrudging research assistance provided by Brig K.N. Pandit, VEM, Dr N.M. Sharma,
Neeraj Mehrotra, 8. Mukhsres, Nirati Agrawal, Nesru Sood, Devashish and Shambhu Chaudhary
far their untinng efforts and timely feedback on the manuscrpt. | would alse like 1o thank Michele
Beguin, Deidi Von Schaswen, KK, Agrawal, SN. Sharma, Yogendra Gupta, Raj Chauhan, Gopal
Kumawat, Triok and Dinodia Photo Library for providing us with rare and valuable photographs
that have added such value to the book. | am grateful to Samdar Singh Khangarot, Suresh
Chandra Shama, Deegpak Sharma, Dharampal, Tnbuwan Singh, Rajendar Arya and Vikas Soni
for painstakingly and lovingly creating the paintings that embelish the book.

Many thanks to Pankaj Bhatnagar and his team of designers — the understated design of
the book is what lends it a timeless elegance. | am especially indebted to Narendra Paruchun,
Charman of Pragati Offset Pvt, Ltd,, Hyderabad, and his colleagues, for their efforts to achieve
the highest quality printing standards. | wish to acknowledge Shiv Han, Mithlesh Chaturvedi,
Dayanand and Chhotelal for their coordination and computer assistance. SN Singh Chirana,
Vinod Bhardwaj, O.P and Sachna Viyash, Mukul and Archana Goyal, Jaibodh and Shraddha
Pandey, PP, Ashok, Rajat and Anchal Agarwal, Nalini Gupta, Shalini Mathur, Neha Sahi, Umaid
Singh and Sita Bhati, Anand Soni, Naveen Mathur, SP and Manju Shekhawat, Rajshri Sarawgi,
Rajesh Kudiwal, Dr Shailesh Lodha, Dr Manish Bhargay, Dr C.S. Sharma and Rajendra Prasad
Sharma — | greatly appreciate your help and immense encouragement.

Finally, | owe a deep debt of gratitude and appreciation to my wife Sujata who has been a
constant source of sirength and encouragement. Her painstaking efforts in undertaking art and
photo research, and scrupulously examining the manuscnpt to offer valuable crtical suggestions,
have added much to the book. The love, enthusiasm and youthful spirt of my son Devang has
continuously Inspired and rejuvenated me, He is truly the wind beneath my wings and | would
never have flown without him. | feel privieged that they are an integral part of my life.

| sincerely hope this book will create greater awareness, understanding and appreciation
of the Marwan community. | appeal to the community to protect and conserve its history. Matenal
wealth s transient but the wisdom of ages Is incalculable wealth that needs to be chenshed. |
believe that the Marwars wil continue to play a major role in business and as nation-builders
for many years to come. | hope that the lives of the great Manwan personages that have been
described in the book will be a source of inspiration for the youth of our country.

Jaiour DK. Taknet
1.July 2015




t was during the early VVedic Penod that the division of society tock place into

four main classes: Brahming, Kshatnyas, Vaishyas and Shudras. This division

later formed the basis of the development of castes in the Aryan social
system. The Mahabharata refers to a Vaishya as ane who eams fame from rearning
of cattle, who is employed In agnculture as a means of acquiring wealth, who is pure
in behaviocur and attends to the study of the Vedas. The Vaishyas were considsred
to be a class of people who engaged in cattle-rearing, agriculture and trade, while
some even worked as artisans. From the later Vedic period, the Vasihyas began to
specialise in frade and distribution activities. With the passage of time, trade and
distnbution began spreading to other areas and development of transport became
an urgent need. The Vaishyas began to gain recognition as a class of merchants
and traders. Blessed with sharp brains, they developed several systems relating to

Clad in ther radional dhetis, kurtas, and paggars or safas (turbaned headgear), Marwan traders Iived in joirnt families, working together and shanng responsibiiies.
Apart from agrculture and cattle rearing, they started engaging in disirbution activitiss in which transport became an urgent need. They used catfle as a maans of
transport to camy goods from place to place.

18 | Tre Marwar Heritage




literary texts and the oldest scriptures of Hinduism. The Rig Veda, the Yajur Veda and the Sama Veda relate to the performance of yainas or sacrifices. The Atharva
Veda comprses spells, incarmations and charms.

the marketing of goods and commodities. The
community additionally took up other activities
such as moneylending and banking and even
combined these funchons with trading.

It would not be out of place here to take
a quick loock at the eary stages of economic
development In india. While in the inial stages,
the distrbufion of products was more or less
confined to a wvillage, which was inevitably a
seff-sufficient unit, with time, the trading actity
of peddlers (who initially bartered or sold ther
goods within the precincts of a single village)
expanded to a number of vilages in the close
vicinity. This added new dimensions to the activity
of producers and craftsmen and introduced the
ideaofdistinbution which later developed into frade.
In due course, preducton became a specialised
activity and artisans became skilled at therr craits.
The Mahabharata makes mention of business
caravans that travelled long distances prmarly to
carry goods for trading purposes. Other hictoncal
iterature alsac refers to goods being transported

fo remote areas by merchant caravans. Some
of these merchant groups were described as
migrant fraders whose life compnsed fravelling
on chosen routes, camping at different places,
procurnng consumer goads and then trading and
distnbuting them elsewhere. it was not too long
before these migrant fraders steadlly integrated
both the assembling and distribution functions of
trading as a matter of convenience.

The Rig Veda refers to a very poweriul
and enterpnsing caste called Panni whose major
occupation was agriculture, frade, cow-breeding
and moneylending. In fact, members of this class
owned the bulk of godhan. The Rig Veda Samhita
states that the Pannic undertook voyages in
connection with frade and sold commeoedities not
only at prehibitive prices but also charged interest
on the seling price. The Panmis were onginally
Aryans, known as Phoenicians 1o the ancient
Westem world and as Foniks to ancient Greece
and Germany. In 500 BC, Herodotus identified
the Pannis as Vaniks.

©
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y the aighteenth century, the business atmosphere In Rajputana made

the rulers of each of its states aware that the cooperation of the Marwans

was necessary to augment their revenus. Dunng the Mughal rue the
popular saying went: 'Fahake shah, phir badshah — first a businsssman, then an
emperor.' A stage came when the Marwans began to be dmded, just ke property,
on the distrbution of inhented assets amongst the rajas and feudal lords. When
Maharaja Kami Singh of Bikaner was getting mamed, a Vaishya, Alam Chand, was
asked to escart his bride This sxample i ilustrative of the fact that the Mearwans
were conaidered an integral part of the state and shouldered the responsibility of
the state treasury.

The social significance of the Marwars can be further gauged from the
fact that the rajas and feudal lords of Rajputana were keen to get the largest
posszible number of Marwaris to setile in their respective temtories. The status
of a town wag judged by the number of seths living In it, because the taxes and
levies colectad by the latter strengthened the siate's financial positon. The rajas
even realised that the cities could bacome prosperous through to frading which
only the Marwarns seemed able to do. The sseths wers, therefore, regarded as
the pilars or bulding blocks of a city's economy. Bxtending great honour and
prvilegss to them, the rajas offered them temtones over which they would have
direct juriedicton rather than thoss bslonging o fhikansdars, where the seths
would have been subservient to the thikanedars.

The common belief that *‘Bary karega baniz — the banva would always go in
for businese,’ was augmented by the gagirdars’ cpinion that "Bania meve ka rookh
huve — the bariz was lke a tree of dry fruts.” Many renowned ssths were invited
to seftle In Japur Siate and allotied houses and shops free of cost. They were
exempted from levies on business deals like ther counterparts in Bikanzsr, Punjab
and Delhi. Consequenty, many moved to Jaipur.

Masters of Business Acumen

Besides a strong body of networking, the Marwarns had access to credit and capital —
inotherwords, the poweraffinance. Traders accumulated capital through commercial
transactons and credit was the sine qua nonof the trading fratemity. Portmerchants
supplied their imports on three-six month credit pericds o ther represeniatives

=~
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A panting of the bazar of old Jaipur Ban Chaupar, Hawa Mahal, Nahargarh and Isar Lat that form the backdrop to the daily hustle and bustle of a busy marketplace.
Bullock carts, camels and elephants — the only modes of transport — can be seen interspersed with the locals as they go about their daily business. Particulary striking

is the classic pink facade of the buildings in the background which eamed Jaipur the title of Pink City.

based in cther states of India. Similarly, merchants acquired
cotton and jute from the farmers by granting them credit for the
crop season. Thus, the key to the process lay in the Marwan
business acumen In manipulation of credit. Over a pernod, due
to thriving trade practices in lands beyond their home state
of Ragputana, Marwan businessmen managed to generate
surplus capial resources, which later enabled them to play
a dominant role in the growth and economic development of
the nation, even in pre-independent India.

During the first half of the nineteenth century, many
Marwaris began opening shops outside Rajputana. The
ancestors of the famous Dhadda family of Bikaner opened a
firm called Tiloksi Amarsi in Benaras about 200 years ago. The
descendants of Tioksi established the firm Amarsl Sujanmal
in Hyderabad. His son, in tumn, extended the business up to
Lahore and Amiitzar in Punjab. Dughodia Harpmal of Bajaldesar
began his cloth business about 200 years ago in Aymgan)
In 1815, Dwarka Kothan was running a shop in Mirzapur. At
approximately the same time, ancther merchant, Chaturbhuj
Poddar, had reached Punjgb for business. His descendants

Maharaja Sawa Jai Singh I, founder of Jaipur, hoids
the histonical copy of hic order, in which he nvited
businessmen, craftsmen and traders fo establich their
enterprises in Jaipur and to settle down in the province.
The sghteenth century witnessed how the status of a
town was judged based on the numbers of seths lving
in it because the taxes collected by them added to the
state’s revenue.

Ilarwarl Entrepreneurship in Pra-Indepandent India {1




Right & facing page: Many
Marwans werz  ministers
and advisors N varous
courts of the Muoghal
Empre ard even in tha
pincely states, They were
zeated cuie cloce to the
thronz so that ther advice
could be cought on all

and played a pivotal roke in
diplomatic relations.

ontrary to general belief, the pnme concen of the Marwans was

not industry alone. History reveals that they svinced keen interest in

administration and politics, and played important roles in both these
fields. In Rajputana, the Marwaris were always in the forefront of numerous battles
and revolutions. They were ministers and consultants in the couris of saveral
Mughal emperors, as well as in those of the Marathas. They were papular both
with the rulers as well as with the masses.

Martial and Administrative Skills

The Marwans were naturally gifted with martial qualiies. Noted historian Col James
Tod ascribed the origin of the Agarwals, Maheshwaris, Cawals, Knandelwals and
Porwals to the martial caste of the Kshatnyas. The Vaishyas nat only provided

134 | The Merwari Hertege



dynamic leadership but displayed exemplary
courage on batilefields, fighting alongside the
Kehatriyas, the traditional warriors. Memorable
names amongst them were Maharaja Agrasen,
the descendants of the Gupta kings, Emperor
Harshvardhan, Nanumal Agarwal of Patala and
Hemu Vaighya of the Mughal penod. Cther
famous names were Bhamashah, Madhushah
and Raja Ratan Chand Khajanchi. The Topkhana
and the Kanungo Vaichya families of Delhi and
Meerut were also well recognised for their martal

exploits and bravery.

The Vaishyas also served as dwans in the
Mughal court. Diwan Rai Indemal worked in the
court of Emperor Shah Jahan and won many
battles for him. Az a reward, he was honoured
with the title of Baja. Lala Rajram, Ra Painmal
and Rampratap were also successiul diwans of
the Mughals. Seth Raghunathdas was appointed
as the diwan of his sultanate by Nizam Salavatjung
Bahadur of Hyderabad, The Maratha rulers also
apponted many Vaishyas as poliical consultants
in their courts. When the Maratha forces attacked
Rajputana and reached Mewar, the local traders
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Bhavaral H.  Jan,
Founder-Chairman
of Jan Imgation
Systems Limited,
receiving the Padma
Shn from the former
president of Indig,
Patil, at Rashirapati
Bhavan, New Dethi.
Jain Imgabon s a
trailblazer in  micro-
imgation and mango
processing. s
the worlds largest
producer of bamana
and pomegranate
plantlets. The
company as well as
= chaiman have
been conferred with
twenty-seven national
and intermational
awardz in  different
spheres.

he industnal entrepreneurship of the Marwarie rose to its peak after
Independence. The Monopoly Inquiry Commission constituted in 1965
prepared a list of one hundred and forty-seven large industnes which
controlled the wital fields of production in India. It is believed that at one time nearly
sixty per cent of industry in India was in the hands of the Marwars. Their control over
industry was more widespread geographically than that of their Gujarati counterparts.

EBEven today, the community bags many national and intemational awards
annually for qualtty goods, innovative products, customer satisfaction, corporaie
social responsibility, and the like. By maximising exports, they have outdistanced
other industnalists In earning foreign exchange. These trallblazing entrepreneurs have
now tumed their attention to the international market. They have not only explored
markets of developed countries like the US, Japan, Australia, Bntain and Germany
but are playing an important role in the economic development of Kenya, Uganda,
Afghanietan, Indonesia and Tanzania. Governments of various countries frequently
invite them to assist and participate in enhancing their national economic development
and growth.

Speedy Progress in Industry

Before Independence, the Marwaris had already set up many mills with money
earmed through trade. Govindlal Pitt had bought two textle mills in 1870, The
firms Sevaram Khushalchand and Banailal Abirchand in Jabalpur had opened a
cotton cloth mill. Dulichand Kakrania started the first jute-pressing unit in 1872. The
Manwaris established the first Indian jute mill in Calcutta, the first Indian bank, the first
Indian insurance company, the first textile mill, and the first powered iron factory, and
challenged the monopoly of the British traders in these fields. By 1900, cut of the
seventy-four patsun (raw jute) unite, forty-nine belonged to them. Bansilal Abirchand
set up three cotton thread unite In 1904, Sarup Chand Prithvira) started his first
cotton thread mill in 19098, the second in 1913, and the third in 1916. Most mills were
established after the First World War.

Badndas Goenka purchased a cloth mill in Bombay in 1918 and named it
Kamala Cotton and Silk Mill. According to the census of 1911, the Marwans owned
nine of the twenty-four jute factones in Calcutta while the Europeans owned only ten.

Rapid Progrees after indeperdence |~ 185



ncient Indian sacred texte such as the Vedas, Upanishads, Puranas and

the Bhagvad Gita propagated dana and ygna to acquire relgious mert.

Hevered saints lke Ved Vyas and Hanthmun emphasised the mportance
af service’ The Bhagvad Gita recasis ygna and aanz into the concept of loka
gangraha or universal human welfare. ft states: That gift is good, which is made
o one from wnom no retumn is expected and with the fegling that it iIs one's duty
to give, and which s given at the proper place and time and 1o a worthy person.’
Thers are ample references n the Rig Veda too which elaborate and present chanty
as the duty and responsibiity of every citizen.

Imbibing the Spirit of Seva

The Arthashastra, authored by Kautilya, the famous philosopher, preaches and
propagates the ethical ways of doing business. The concept of seva stiemming
from ancient scriptures and family radiions, was a general practice with most
Hindus who usualy donated part of their eamings to the poor and disadvaniaged.
Philzanthropy has thus almost always been considered a relgious obligation. Be it
the concept of dana and dakshinain Hinduism ar bhikshain Buodhism — they have
both originated from the basic idea of philanthropy:

4
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Dana indicates selfless and non-reciprocal service towards the poor
and the needy. Hnduism considers it to be an important part of dharma —
something inherent inthe very nature of how a man must live. it is manifested
through good deeds and espousal of just and social causes such as
contnbuting towards temples, schocls and other service organisations.

Dakshina is a form of dana that 1s given as a service charge to
a priest when he officiates at any family function or when people visit a
temple on a religious occasion. Ancther form of dana is bAiksha which
is generally given 1o sanyasis or monks. It is considered a holy practice
and is different rom bheekh or alms which are given to the poor or
needy and people with disabilities. Anna Dana is a common form of dana
which involves the practice of sharing food with others. It is practised by
almost all sections of society as a part of dally life. Dana is also Iinked to
dharma which in layman’s parlance, indicates goad deeds, first towards
the imdiate family, and then to other sections of society. There are several
facets associated with dharma such as morality, nghtecusness, eternal
law, duty, conduct and behaviour, Dharma practised towards a Guru, family,
elders and society has different expectations. It changes as a person
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Left: The four Vedas, namely the
Rig Veda, Yaur Veda, Sama Veda
and Atharvaeda are a large body of
textsonginating inancientndia, mainky
composed in Vedic Sanckrit. These
are the oldest scriptures of Hinduism
and Lord Brahma is credited for their
creation. Dana and yana are an
integral part of the Vedas which were
followed religiously by the Vaishyas in
olden times.

Facing page: A page of a beautifuly
ilustrated manuscript, the
Shrimadbhagvata, which is also
known as Bhagavata Furana. ltis a
product of oral tradiion, s extant
version dating between the fourth or
tenth century. The Shnmadbhagvata
is considered to be the purest and
greatest of all the Puranas since
t imvokes devotion towards Lord
Vishnu and his various incamations,
primarily focusing on Knshna smce
he was the complete mncamation
of Lord Vishnu. it is believed that
anyone who seniously fries to hear,
understand and chant the verses of
the Shnmadbhagvata with devotion
to Lord Vishnu, becomes completely
iberated from materal bondage
and attans moksha or fberation
from the cycle of births and deaths
in the maternal world This holy
book emphasises the importance
of service in ore's [fetme. Indian
socety also beleves in ‘seva he
pamo dharma — social service is the
ultimate religion.’
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he Indian business climate has undergone a sea change and with

that evolution comes a difierent approach to professionalism, a more

competitive environment, and a need for corporates 1o makes more
meaningiul social contributions. Modem Marwan entrepreneurs too have had
1o evolve, Transform and adapt. They continue 1o shape the destiny of ther
family business while contributing to the rapid growth in the Indian economy.
Armed with high education and exposure 1o the best global practices, ther
quest for growth and use of their rich pool of resources, and the right social
network that thair unigue position affords them, has helped them to build
new and sustainable veniures.

Picneering minds have given due imporiance to consistent qualty,
productivity, research and development, innovation, cusiomer satisfaction,

and optimal utlisation of resources, both human and matenal, woven around

“Th= od wrder changsth, yeldng
pace to new . Whie this
statement holds true, the value of
the older generaficn cannot be
undemined. After al, the assence
of what young Marwans are tocay
has sprung from the fountain of all
that has been imbibed within their
homes - the spiit of diligence,
thirst to prosper, perseverance,

ant, P
i ion — incieed,
the entre gamut of qualites

that construtes a  successiul
entreprancur. And oe ther elders
still play an active role or s& back
and view their twlight years with
great satisfaction, they smile with
a quet confidence that they have
taught wel. They know that their
phianthropic deeds will cary on
as befare and open further vistas in
Lseping with the ‘epitt of gving o
ingrained by them in ther progeny
FRight Bhavarkal Jain, Foundsr
Chairman, Jain rmgation Systems
Lirnitad, Jalgaon with s four sons,
their wives and chidren.

Standing from leff toright: Bhavana
Atul Jan, Jyot Ashok Jain, Athang
Anil Jain, Shobhana Ajit Jan and
Nizha Anil Jan

Seated, from left to rght At Jain,
Ashok Jain, Shavarlal Hiralal Jain,
Ajit Jain and Anil Jain.

Seated on fioor from laft fo nght
Prohi Ashok Jain, Achedva Ajit
Jain, Anmay Atul Jair, Aatman
Ashok Jain Amoi Anil Jan, Abhang
Ajit Jain and Ashuli Ani Jain.
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the concept of the welfare of the community. They
have efficiently explotted opportunities that have

come their way to expand their business across

ational boundanes. They have chalenged old
handicaps and sst new standards of excellence.
Having grown up seeing the advantages of
iberalisation in both the business and personal
landscape, they have aspired to make their mark

i history and have, for the most part, proved therr

ers Wrong.

Where therr forefathers were often
challenged when 1t came tfo nformation
technology or hinng professional management,
they have wasted no tme in surrounding
themselves with educated stockholders, top-
level executives, and cutting-edge technology
to build larger, self-sustaining businesses. As

they often come from prv

lleged backgrounds,

their forefathers having set up mammaoth
organisations that defined India in the past,
they too have realised theirr vital responsibility

towards the
evelopment, become generous philanthropists

country’s SOCIO-Sconamic

and encouraged social partnerships.

meelves e
oelves, thess

Committed to proving the
businessmen have eamed credbility and respect
not merely for therr economic contrbutions and
business strateges, but even for ther value

systems. The leaders profled in the followin

%3

pages below represent only a small cross-
section of this ambitious group of businessmen
and women, who deserve a salutation for therr

praisewortny contnbution to the couniry,

The young generation of Marwar families has turmed the page of social change
and enfreprensurial outiook in the twenty-first century. Suppaorted firmiy by
strong family roots and values, these young trendsetters have chosen fo grow
ther family businesses by stepping into new wventures, fruifully exploting
every opportunity to set new standards of excellence. Opening their doors to
the best technology, best practices and best professionals, they are playing a
dominant role in India’s socio-economic development.

Miaking thair Mark: Visionanes and Fonesrs
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BUSINESS SAY[NGS Fas

‘Knshi gorakshya WW-W—HEVM&B have a natural fiar for managing acricutire: cattie and trade and
these are their predominant cccupations.”

Marwaris used to look after the cattle and cuttivats land.

‘Datavyamit yaddsnam dyatenupekanne Desh, kale capatr faghanam salvikam smyoiam — the-best charty is that which s offered fo g
man who has neither performed nor can do-any senace for you and that which 1= given only: for the sake of gving'
— Bhagvad Gita

That gift &5 goed, which iz made to ong from whom no retum & expacted, with the fesling that it iz ons's duty to give and that which i
given sholid be at the proper place and time and 1o a worthy person.’
—Bhagvad Gita

“The power of production in merchants should ahways be encouraged. They make the reaim strong; enhance agrcultire, end develop its
trade .. There Is no wesith in 8 kingdom greater than its merchanis.
—Mahabharata

‘Create wealth by shical means and enjoy it by ghving.'
—Iza Upanishad

‘Do fyo sage save — chanty dons in the past should become a sowrce of nspiration and strengtn in fmes of adversity'
‘Usi k@ jesvan safal mana jata fai jo parcpkar me pavratta rahts hai— his §fe s desmed successful T it encompasses charity and generosiy’

“Tulst panchiin ke piye sabia ghale na nesr: Dan diye dhan na ghate fo sahaye Raghuyir— money given in charty never impoverishes. On
1he centrary it leads to ennchment.”

‘Danam thoge nashasiisro galayo bhavant - wilesys. Yo na dadall na Bhuhkis fasya iniya gelirbhavat — donation, consumption and
destruction. He who neither denates ner puls his wealth 10 good use, comes face o face with the thid stage.’

"'Banyj iarega baniz — the bania wil always go infor buginess.”
‘Laksmi vasall vyapare — Goddess Lakshmi resides in business.’
‘Marivar apni maa ki konidh 22 hi veapar ripLinta iekar fanmata hai— a Marwariis bom with & sham business acumen from orth,

Ansiﬁﬂespreadﬁgsﬂﬂdﬂ]tatﬂemﬂﬂmaﬁnmmwﬂ#mspmmpw Tomemuaynmﬂmeasynﬂﬂamdlnmymans
pﬂ.\.ermmmmmmMmmdmmmﬂMmaneﬂHnammepmmmmm

:’-‘\Sanslmtnm;mstaiﬂs: mﬁmmmmmmmmmmmmm-m
helps a man Who possessss six qualties: enterprse, courage, patience, knowledge, wisdom and bravery!

"You are cared for only if you have money; your near and daar ones will be with you only if you have money.”

‘Seda raho age sagia sun gavan vivah bhantro gan— be always first in offenng varous kinds of charies:
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wour near and dear ones ahall ahun you; if your hands are full of money, evien your enemy vl inguire about your wel-being’

'anj.pnmemm,mgwmSmmyamgﬁrummmmmm—ﬁywaaweﬂﬁwwpmh.eaw.‘*er'ﬂy.w;im
money in hand, heme and hearth are better to'live in. But without money it is better to sesk a Iving in an alen land if it gives you incoms.'

‘Peasg haath ko, bhal 55317 ko — money in hand is & man's best companion whils a brother is man's best company”

‘Baithno chanya mein, huo bhaia kair he, rahvne bhanya mein, hue bhala bair hie — even the shade of a thomy bush is better toseek ina
desert. Simiarty, it s desirable to live amongst one's own brethren even if there is enmity with them '

' dso {aith rao saskh, gal sakt to bachi raikh — 1 credit i= ost, what remains = only ash!
‘1 Boat i na mredyoginah shnyam sanshmeyanis — nches never embrace those who are not hard-working.! é(
1
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'Fiza kane piso aawe — money begets money

‘Mmmbelg;gd',_W.Mhm-meﬁmamemmgmmmmﬁemmbbmmém'm
3 bullock cart cannot reach”

"Saat pesdhiyan shakh— shahs of seven generations.”

h
!
"Ughar cliyvo ra girayak gamayo or Lidhar dawno, ledal mol ievane — if you give eredtt, you not only lose the custormer but glso create an
= 5
‘Deha menna iatta, ke luisls Calcutta — how could they become wealthy in Caloutts, when they did not have any cloth to cover therr bodies .
!
14

'Kar re betz phatio ghar ko rehend na ghat ko, kar re beta phatlo, khaoho pi duoh o bat ko — loss in speculstion or safta mostly leads
o poverty and banknipicy, but sometmes it may lead to immense fiches.’

‘Baithak ka kurub — the right o 5it on the four chairs nearest to the royal throne”
‘Khoto sikiko, kaput befo, an me hi kaam awe — a Useless con and a spolt brat help in adversity'

‘Eﬂrmkoc#ummhﬁsfﬂmmnﬁmﬁﬁmmm ahan reha ks kaam kas —a trader 5 mindful of his respect and prastige in the
market; but if he loses that respect, of what use would be his wealth?

‘Sanam paravasham duhkham sarvarm aimavasham surhem — subservience o others is a source of utter msery whie fresdom and
ndependencs is biss”

'Kharo nupio chana ko, Swara] Mahafma Gandfy o — only a silver coin was euthentic; but Swaraj belonged fo Mahaima Gandhi!

'Janani jane fo do jan, ke deatas kaa shoor nahi to rehaje baanfhan mali ganwave nocr—O woman! If you bear children then bear brave
hearts or generous givers of asan it not then it is better 1o remain bamen, for at least you shall retain your bealteous looks.!

'Nea main rajya K keamna karia b, ne swarg § aur ng i moksha kG man fo - dukhl pramiion Ke dukh ka vinash chahta fun — | cherish
neither the kingdom of heaven nor that of the earth, all | desire is that my ife be devoted to aleuiating the misery of the poor and nesdy’

‘Naraa Manwar — the male of Marwar i popuiar
“Hisab kaudl kaudh ko, sethano karodan ka — take care of yolr pennies and the pounds shall take care of themasives'
‘Bina hundi bania, mol damal ko — & frader withaut money: has no sianding” &
‘Vioh dhan aur vidya verih hai o ks ke kesm naa 2ye — wealih and knowledge not shared are useless.

“Atnithy gevo bhawa — a guest is aln to God.!

'Wamaval Thodo Kharchs Ghano, Awal Moorakh Bene Ginc— eaming less and spending more 1S & sign of a foclish man.'
‘Kamaag sau hathon e5 Baants hazaron haathon 56 —eam from 8 hundred hands and distributs from & thousand.!

‘S Lichhaminarayany iaah ghane desi— O Lord VishnU and Goddess of Wealth Lakanmi, grant me the boon of good profits in frade
‘Jokhim st Thakuii ke assare lee hai— | undertake ol risks in the name of my Lord Vishnu. &
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social welfare — ihey are aiso bisssed with pury of souland a
secular affitude Towards all relgrons.
IMAHATIA GANDHI

The Rajasthan communiy is responsibie for the progress and
Lipiftment of the country and the Manwans have completaly
fuifiled this role fo the bast of their by
DR RAJENDRA PRAZAD
frst President of India

The Marwans fom Raipuiana tssd to contrel infermal frade
and finance and were 1o be found at afl the nenve cenres of
inglia. They wera the big financiers as well as the smal vilage
‘bankers; 8 nefe fom & wel-known Manmen financial house
Wowld be honoured amywhere in Indis and even sbroad. The
Marwars stil represent big inance in inclia but-have added
inoilistry 1o it now.
JANEHARLAL NEHAU
first Prime Minister india

The Marwari community & adiept at Underiaking fash infliatves
and it is equally adept &t working fowards sooial weiars
GULZARI LAL NANDA
former Prime Minister, India

In fimes of drought, the peaceck is known to creste havo
Baing bom in the-land of the shunning pescock the Manwans
have the abilfly to relpcate in any region and creale havoe in

creation of weatth. This is not by defautt; it is 8 simple matfer of
. geocgrephical location!

SPECIAL TRIBUTES:

5,

'
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The Manaans are one of the most enfemising
mmmmsmmnm
eedom mavemeant. They are aiso contibuting fowards

dEntroni —
MDIRA GANDH
forrmer Prime Ministey, india

equally good at generating huge savings. This
mbammm of
GlANI ZAIL SINGH

The muigh and fough elements in the stala of Mankar
have rendered thoss haling fom the region 85
essentialy progucive and ready to face any Namiships.
Owing fo therr dynarmism and atiliy fo agapt in any
region, the Manwvans have spread throughout the
sigrificant coninbutions to India's economic, socil snd
ang painotism and have also paricipated actvely i
India’s siruggie for independence
SHAMKAR DAYAL EHARNMA
former President, India

Contbutions made by the Mamwans 1o the commercial
8nd business e of ihe country are Well kown.
RAJN GANDHI




Indian cufure. despite beng an amaigam of & mynsd
cultires, i alsa & microaosm af unity in giversiy and
Rajasthan’s 'sons of the Manwar soil have contributsd
immenssly to this cufural hertage:
P\ NARASIMHA RAD
former-Prime hMinister, India

Marwans sre among the most entsrpnsing pecpie of
Inclia: Thew gre known not just in every nook and cormer
Gf the country but in Giher parts of the word a5 well They
piay 8 leeding role i india’s private sector A number of
Marwa batses rank high in the- indstrial and business

entreprenelirship of the country!
BALRANM JAKHAR
former Speaker, Lok Sabha, India

Durning Indis’s siruggle for independence, & sum of &t least
Rs 2 crores was coninbuied by ife Marwan Samaj fora
hangill of reedom Aghfers.

SK PATL

WIAYALAKSHM BARDIT

The Manwars haive connbuted immensaly fo the incustnal
mmmmmmhmm;m
communily has sfudied ifs growih poferiial and aided it itz
aevelopment i invalliabie ways.
V. GOPAL REDDY
former MR Lucknow

Al cregit for Assam s huge fownships and oifies can be
atfnblted 10 the acumen of the Manwans, MosT bLsiness
housas and fradershios owe their existence 1o the
Marwans. i one visis any Assamess cify or town, ids main
10 & Manwan, thersby proung the fect that the very st
house or shop was sst up by a Marwan and the fownshio

The confribuiion of the Manwar community in the
deveslooment of frede. commerce and inalstny and in
throughout the country: will be acknowisoged by af
concemea.

PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN
former Chief Minister, West Bengal

The spirit of socal sanicas that i evidant amaeng the
members of the Maraan communidy, wherever ey g,
15 highly commendstie Every member of the Manvan
communty considers i his auty to gve some portion of his
saming to support social senice institutions,
M. BHAKTAVATSALAM
former Chief Minister Tamd MNadu

The Menvar communiy's zeal and eniisEsm i the
sendce of the common man tough education and sooisl
achvifies are something very uital for the public of the
metropoitan city of Bombay:
BALWANTRAY MEHTA,
formier Chief Minister, Guiarat

eveniually grew and prospered around i1
GOPIMATH BORDOLGH desi versions of the Rockefeliers, Camegies and Morgans,
farmer Chief Minister, Azsam THE TELEGRAPH
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