












A jewel of the Deccan region, Pune has for centuries been the cultural capital of 
Maharashtra and played a leadership role at every critical juncture of Indian 
history. It is considered a sacred city because it is situated at the Sangam or 
confluence of two rivers, Mula and Mutha. The worship of Lord Ganesha at Kasba 
Ganpati, its most revered temple, is a prelude to every significant rite of passage 
in the city. The many sounds of the city’s eclectic music reflect the diversity of 
its inhabitants, presenting a stark contrast to the traditional Pune of yesteryear.

Pune, known as ‘Motor City’ for its burgeoning auto industry and ‘IT Hub’ for its 
range of advanced and sophisticated IT centres, is famed for its distinguished 
educational and research institutions employing people from every part of 
India. For centuries Pune has nurtured a culture of welcoming migrants from 
across the world, whether, as in the past, those seeking refuge from religious 
persecution in distant lands or as in the present, those seeking opportunities in 
its rapidly growing economy. 

The pages of this art book present a wonderfully illustrated panorama of Pune 
through the ages. My warm congratulations to Dr D.K. Taknet and his team of 
research associates for providing such a treat to the eyes and food for the soul.

Foreword



Pune nestles in the scenic Sahayadri ranges and in the distant past was variously referred 
to as Punakavadi, Punavadi or Kasabe Pune. There was a temple of Punyeshwara on the 
banks of the Mutha. According to the Pune Gazetteer, the word Pune is derived from 
 ‘Punya’ or a holy place, as the city stands at the sacred confluence.

Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj spent his childhood here; drove away Mughal Governor 
Shaista Khan in a surprise night attack and paved the way to carve out ‘Hindvi Swaraj’, an 
independent kingdom. The Peshwas made it their capital city and the following hudred 
years have been described as the finest period in Pune’s history.

The city’s history and social life after the arrival of the British were influenced by 
 Lokmanya Bal Gangadhar Tilak, Mahatma Jyotiba Phule, Gopal Krishna Gokhale, Gopal 
Ganesh Agarkar and other leaders. The city also witnessed the historic agreement ‘Poona 
Pact’ between Mahatma Gandhi and Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar.

This historical and cultural city has now been transformed into an IT and educational hub of  
India. Highly skilled manpower located in a peaceful environment is the key to Pune’s 
success. Pune was the Karmabhoomi of Balgandharva and Pt Bhimsen Joshi and is a home 
to a number of talented musicians, dramatists, scholars, literati, artists and businessmen.

The great vision and ceaseless efforts of Dr D.K. Taknet, his research associates and 
IIME, a Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation of the Ministry of Science and 
 Technology, Government of India as well as the publisher of this volume are really 
praiseworthy. Their sincere and dedicated endeavours backed by thorough research has 
made this great city shine in its true glory with brilliance. They have done justice to the 
city’s greatness by highlighting its most significant facets through lucid content and rare 
 visuals. I wish them all the best.

Sharad Pawar
Member of Parliament (Rajya Sabha)

Introduction



Pune, the Queen of the Deccan and the cultural capital of Maharashtra, has a rich 
history dating over a thousand years, which may be divided into five important 
periods, namely, the pre-Shivaji era up to 1630, the reign of Shivaji (1630-80), 
the rule of the Peshwas (1713-1818), the British era (1818-1947), and the  post-
Independence period. 

Pune has emerged as the most vibrant metropolitan city in south-western India. 
People from a wide range of castes, religions and economic backgrounds have 
been attracted here to its burgeoning modern industries, wonderful climate, fine 
educational infrastructure, and cultural ethos. The city lays great emphasis on 
arts, crafts, music, theatre and literature.

Pune also enjoys its unique cuisine, subtle nuances of language and idiosyncrasies. 
Pune’s rich heritage has a lot to offer. From carved caves, grand palatial mansions, 
formidable forts, and places of worship to museums, malls, gardens, sanctuaries and 
numerous other historical monuments… the city abounds with many attractions. 
Surrounded by hills and numerous pristine locations, Pune is the perfect getaway 
for nature enthusiasts. Apart from the picturesque gardens and scenic spots within 
and outside the city, Pune has a plethora of destinations that can be visited by 
those seeking adventure. Welcome to this magnificent city! Together, let us explore 
all its wonderful facets.
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SHIVAJI the Founder
(d. 1680)
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( )d. 1689
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