Industrial Entrepreneurship of

Shekhawati Marwaris

First edition : 1986, second edition : 1987, third edition : 2000, fourth edition : 2010,
fifth edition : 2011, sixth edition : 2013, seventh edition : 2021

Pages : 144264, colour pages: 8 1 d“ﬁ‘]‘a‘ ‘0!
‘Entreprencurship’
arwari industrial entrepreneurship is indeed a research worthy 0‘ S Ek‘.‘aw

and unique phenomenon, giving rise to this competent group of

entrepreneurs and businessmen, who are a formidable force to
reckon with in the business and industrial world. Born and bred in an area
where nature taxes the very soul and spirit of a human being, where the
struggle for existence is a continuous battle, the Marwaris of Shekhawati
braved heavy odds and set out to distant places to earn a livelihood. From
these humble beginnings they grew into owners of industrial empires
which not only set newly independent India on the path of self-reliance but
made the Marwaris an organised business entity creating considerable
ripples in the business capitals of the world.

The author deals with the factors, background, hardships and skill
sets that have made the Marwaris what they are today. It chronicles the
tactics they used, the acumen they developed and the techniques that
they brought into focus to become practical masters of the Indian
economic scene. L

The volume is also the result of arduous and painstaking research into the traits of a pioneering race, the
adventures of which are writ large on everything they did in business and industry. The spirit of adventure is reflected
in the population in this area and those who could not enter business made it equally big in military and other services
useful to the nation. Ancient manuscripts were consulted at various places, a wide spectrum of people were
interviewed and present-day entrepreneurs were persuaded to show family records and also recall the anecdotes
and legends connected with their ancestors.

An enthralling mix has evolved. The development of the entrepreneurial skill of the Marwaris has been
brought out elaborately. The story of their growth is told with candour and the secrets of their success have been
analysed fascinatingly for the first time.
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~wealth of information, literature unobtainable.
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B OPINIONS, VIEWS AND REVIEWS

Dr D.K. Taknet has made a painstaking study of the Marwari
community and the reasons for success of its members...The
book provides useful information on a subject about which very
little has been written.

Dr Bal Ram Jakhar, Speaker, Lok Sabha

What impresses me most about your work is its empirical richness
which has lent immense credibility to your findings and
conclusions. The treatment of the subject is quite extensive and
takes into account the diverse factors underlying the remarkable
achievements of Marwaris.

Dr L.K. Jha, Chief Economic Adviser to the Prime Minister

In our own country however, this subject has not received the
attention it deserves. I, therefore, compliment Shri D.K. Taknet
for having made an in-depth study of Marwari entrepreneurship.
Dr Manmohan Singh, Dy Chairman, Planning Commission

It is highly informative and throws light on an extremely
interesting socio-historical aspect of our industrial development.
Dr C.H. Hanumantha Rao, Member, Planning Commission

The book presents excellent data of information on the great

Marwari business houses... It has a remarkable and revealing
chapter on the secrets of success of Shekhawati Marwaris and
through several tables and maps enriches the reader with a

Dr A.M. Khusro, Chairman National Institute of Public Finance &
Policy, New Delhi

Dr Taknet draws out the factors that have made the Marwaris
what they are today. The volume is also the result of arduous and
painstaking research into the traits of the pioneering community.
Abid Hussain, Member, Planning Commission

In his well-researched and exhaustively documented book, the
author traces the progress of Shekhawati Marwaris over

the centuries.

Financial Express, New Delhi

The author deserves credit for his courage in analysing the
shortcomings of the community and what ought to be done to
arrest its decline from a position of undisputed pre-eminence.
Business Standard, New Delhi

Taknet narrates the changing fortunes of Marwaris...interesting
study of the nature and dynamics of Indian capitalism-:-
Nevertheless, the book contains interesting facts about
Marwari businessmen.

The Hindustan Times, New Delhi

Dr Taknet's account provides some fascinating details about the
Marwaris...Taknet furnishes some interesting details about how
many Marwari financiers became so powerful that many kings and
nawabs in North India and Bengal became dependent on them.
Taknet's brief and eulogistic narrations of some of the leading
Marwaris bring out this bit quite prominently. Taknet's study also
highlights Gandhiji's impact on some Marwari entrepreneurs.
Money Matters, New Delhi

als alp ale alp ol

alralealsalealealsalealea),

LA XS A A AS
NN

7

3
3

U CL O TRIQGIAQ Gal TAO G T G

ealpalsalealsale

el

Taknet's work investigates primarily the rise of Shekhawati

. Marwaris and can be put into the first category. The author

has divided the whole study into six chapters...A detailed
discussion is presented on the economic, social and cultural
contributions of the house of the Birlas, Singhanias, Bajajs,
Dalmias and Podars.

The Economic Times, New Delhi
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